Propofol and cholestatic pruritus.
Hepatic cholestatis is frequently associated with pruritus. This pruritus is often intractable and resistant to conventional treatment. We treated three patients with intractable cholestatic pruritus with subhypnotic doses of propofol, a new intravenous anesthetic induction agent. All patients rapidly became itch- and scratch-free for a period of 60-90 min. No sedation occurred; no other side effects were observed.